BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

THE SILVER STAR
WITH FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER

IS PRESENTED TO
PLATOON SERGEANT JORCE OTERO-BARRETO

UNITED STATES ARMY

Otero
in the Republic of
Vietnam. Company A, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry was occupying defensive positions around

a village north of Hne, Republic of Vietnam. The village was occupied by elements of the 8tn
Battalion, 90th North Vietnamese Army Regiment and had defied all offensive attempts for two days.

For gallantry in action iIn the Republic of Vietnam on 1 May 1968. Platoon Sergeant
distinguished himself while serving as a squad leader on a combat operation

Because of clear weather, the enemy had been subject to constant alr strikes and artillery. At 0415
hours, the enemy began a series of human wave attacks agalnst Company A in a desperate attempt to
break out of the village. After the human wave assaults had twice been driven back and fifty-eignt
enemy lay dead, the enemy forces witndrew into the village for their final stand. The first platoon
led Company A Into the village to destroy the remainder of the North Vietnamese Army forces and
sergeant Otero was thne leader of the point element of the first platoon. Suddenly tne point came
under fire from rocket propelled grenades, machine guns, and small arms firing from enemy bunkers and
spider holes. With complete disregard for nls own safety, Platoon Sergeant Otero immediately
assaulted the nearest machine gun emplacement and killed all three of its crew members. He then led
nis squad through enemy fire 1n assaulting three more enemy positions, overrunning them and killing or
incapacitating all of the enemy. Platoon Sergeant Otero swiftly moved his squad to occupy vacatei_
enemy positions and place effective fire on the‘remaining enemy so that other Company A platoons coulc
maneuver. Platoon Sergeant Otero's extraordilnary heroism 1{1 cl::::s:e combat :against a numerically
superior force was In keeping with tne highest traditions of tne military service and reflects great

credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.



